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A publication for faculty and staff

UCF cops can assist off campus
Mutual aid agreement with
Orange County means UCF
police can help when asked

A

fter months of not knowing whether or not
UCF police could respond to off-campus
emergencies, Orange County deputies called
on university officers a number of times this fall
following the approval of such relationships by
state legislators.

There were questions concerning the authority
and liability of university.police enforcing law off
campus. Those questions were answered when
legislators clarified the state statute that governs
university police procedure and authorized universities to enter into mutual aid agreements with
other law enforcement agencies, explains Associate
General Counsel Sherry Andrews. In August, Orange
County and UCF signed a mutual aid agreement.

Numbers blooming
for spring semester

U

CF is still bursting at the seams with an
expected spring enrollment of 28,600.
That includes 120 first-time-in-college
freshmen, 1,300 new community college
transfers and 400 other transfer students.
Last spring, total enrollment was 27,172,
while fall set a record enrollment with 29,838.

Please see SPRING, page 3
Please see POLICE, page 3

The gift of education

Never
too old
to learn
79-year-old Elmer
Kundinger finally
earned his degree

T

here's a lot to learn from one
of UCF's oldest graduates,
Elmer Kundinger Jr., who last
month picked up his diploma 56
years late — at age 79, more than '
half a century after his first college
classes.
"If you don't open your mouth,
nothing happens" is Kundinger"s
philosophy on speaking up for what
vou want out of life,
"Being kind of tenacious, being
German, 1 get something in my
; mind and I can't let go. Be careful '
what you think of, because it will
probably come true/' he says,
almost as a warning. "That can be a
wonderful thing or a terrible thing/'
Proof, he says, is that:three years
ago he enrolled at UCF as a junior
wi th a lackluster GPA of 2.0, and :
this December earned his bachelor's
degree in liberal studies with a
respectable 3.2 GPA.

Brandon Webb, 6, hangs out with his brother
Shonry Webb after a commencement ceremony.
Graduates from the
College of Health and
Public Affairs, left,
applaud families and
friends for their | i | : ; :
support during the
college years. Above,
President John Hitt
presents former
Orange County
Chairman Linda
Chapin with an
honorary doctorate
degree.

Please see
GRADUATE, page 5
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ETC., ETC.
Memo
To: University community
From: Department of Housing and Residence Life
Subject: UCF Off-Campus Housing Center and
Conference Housing Services
The Department of Housing and Residence Life
invites you to stop by and visit the Off-Campus Housing
Center in our new office location in the Student Resource
Center, room 140. Our office hours are Monday-Friday, 8
a.m.-5 p.m.
We are here as part of the services provided by the
Department of Housing and Residence Life to assist
faculty, staff and students in finding off-campus living
accommodations. Along with brochures and guides listing
the many apartments in the UCF vicinity, we provide
information on local services, restaurants and on-line
resources for rental information.
Very soon, our own Off-Campus Housing Web site
will be completed with off-campus housing options as

close as your computer. Roommate searches using a
voice-link phone system to others who are in need of
roommates and detailed literature which outlines your
rights and responsibilities as a tenant, including a
registry for concerns and complaints, are also readily
available. All of these services and information are
free for students, staff and faculty, with the exception
of a nominal fee for those other than students when
using the voice-link system.
The Conference Housing Services area of our
center provides reservations and scheduling of
educational, athletic and recreational conferences in
the residence halls for the coming summer months.
Each year participation in our summer conference
housing season increases. That trend is expected to
continue as our entire Department of Housing and
Residence Life proceeds to grow in facilities and
services.
As we provide a valuable service to the students of
UCF, we wish to be available to serve the UCF
community in its entirety. Please do not hesitate to stop
by and visit. Or you may call the office at 823-6505.

A chilly first day

Thank
goodness,
holidays
finally over
Ah, it's good to be back at work.
Don't get me wrong, the holidays were
wonderful. After all, there's nothing as delightful
as children digging through their stockings on
Christmas morning.
Unless, of course, it's returning to the office
and finally getting a break from the dawn-todusk replays of the "Lady and the Tramp" video
your 3-year-old daughter got from her uncle or
the nerve-ripping siren from your 14-month-old
son's toy fire truck or the explosions, grunts and screams from
the Nintendo 64 Santa left under
the tree for your 9-year-old.
Complaining? Not me. I love
the holidays. There's not much
more thrilling than welcoming
in a new year.
That is, if you can stay up as long as your 9year-old and his best buddy, who plan on
spending the night in a tent in the backyard just
as soon as Dick Clark says it's 1999 and they
spray Silly String all over themselves. Boys who,
at 12:30 in the morning,, have to be ca.rried..acr£>ss~1
the dew-covered grass to'keeri theirsbCks o"fy *
And who, just when you're cozy under a
blanket, appear at the back door because they're
cold, scared and one has a bloody nose (don't
ask).
And what can be finer during the holidays
than a Christmas or Hanukkah (or whatever
celebration you celebrate) dinner with friends
and family? A juicy turkey. Mashed potatoes.
Fat, buttery rolls. This and that casseroles.
Veggies covered with funny-tasting sauce. Pecan
pie. Apple pie. Pumpkin pie. Cherry pie.
Fruitcake. Your sister-in-law's delicious nut-andsomething bread. Your neighbor's pink (but
tasty) cake. Your other neighbor's homemade
cookies. Your other neighbor's brownies.
You'd be surprised how colorful those foods
are when mixed together on your toddler's face,
tummy and hands. And high chair. And floor
under his chair. And living room carpet. And in
his sister's hair. And on walls and windows.
And on every doorknob in the house. And on
your $40 UCF golf shirt. And the television
remote. And television screen. And the couch.
And the stereo buttons ... You'd think fruitcake
crumbs scattered on the kitchen floor would
keep you from slipping on mashed potatoes.
And let's not forget the joys of out-of-town
relatives moving in for five nights. Since the
holidays are about family, you welcome them, of
course. The bad thing is when you can't put your
drink of ice tea on the table (even if you want to
keep using the glass) without your mother-inlaw snatching it up and putting it in the dishwasher. Or it being too damp for your father-inlaw to go outside except to smoke a cigarette in
the garage. Or someone, and you're not pointing
fingers, eating all the cashews in the can of
deluxe mixed nuts your wife put in your stocking.
So, yeah, I'm thrilled to be back to the sanity
of work at UCF. Still, call me sentimental, but
I've got a touch of the post-holiday blues, too.
Luckily, it's not much longer until the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday.
— David Finnerty

From
the
ivory
tower

Students bundled up for the first day of spring classes on Wednesday, Jan. 6.
Temperatures that day dropped into the low 30s before warming up to more
Florida-like (at least for winter) weather. No need for students to worry too much
about the cold; they can still look forward to spring break.

Forms help travelers stay on course
Getting tired of having those traveler's
reimbursement forms returned because something
was missing or incorrect?
The waste of time and money (much less the
aggravation) of having to redo your work can now
be a thing of the past. Finance and Accounting now
provides handy envelopes with checklists printed
on the front. One list is for travelers and the other
(a larger envelope) is for the person who prepares
the Travel Reimbursement Voucher.
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"We were receiving a high percentage that were
inaccurate/' says Beverly DeLong, associate
controller for Finance and Accounting, "so most of
them had to be sent back. We're hoping the
checklists will make it easier and we'll eliminate
frustration and mistakes."
Copies of the envelopes are available from
Finance and Accounting, each dean's office and the
Cashier's Office. Questions? Call Teresa Tharp,
Travel supervisor, at 384-2021.
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UCF women's athletics score
with fund-raising campaign
• Festival brings touch
of France to campus
4

*

»

The third concert in the Music Department's
inaugural six-concert series season of Chamber
Arts — featuring the Arman Ensemble, pianist
Deniz Arman Gelenbe and guest artists — is
Friday, Jan. 8. Gelenbe, the group's founder, and
her longtime music partners from Paris will
perform in the Turn of the Century French
Festival. The concert is in the Rehearsal Hall at 8
p.m. Future concerts are Feb. 27, March 11 and
March 26. Admission is free; donations are being
accepted for UCF scholarships. For information,
call 823-2869.

In what is being called a "once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity," UCF could earn $400,000 or more for
women's athletics.
Under the terms of a statewide campaign to
boost sports programs for women at Florida's
universities, the state will match private donations
dollar-for-dollar up to $200,000.
"This is a fabulous, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to raise funds for the women's athletic programs.
In the pursuit of raising $200,000 to earn double
that, we are making significant strides for women's
athletics," says Janet Balanoff, director of Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative Action Programs.
As of late December, UCF had raised $127,000
for the campaign, which ends Jan. 31. There is an
outside chance UCF could collect even more than
$200,000 from the state. Should some universities
fail to claim their portion of the money, schools that
exceed their goal could receive the difference.
Current plans for UCF are to use the funds for
either a new boathouse for .the women's crew

program, state-of-the-art training facilities for
women or lights for the soccer field and track.
"Sooner or later, through sponsorship or fund
raising, all of these goals will be met," says Mary
Kaufman, associate athletic director for women's
sports. "They are all valid needs that not only have
been recognized by the athletic director, but the
president of the university as well."
Donations for the campaign are being accepted
through the end of January.
"This is an opportunity for the community to
contribute and support women's athletes,
daughters, sisters, mothers and nieces. Not only
will you be helping your circle of friends, but the
university," Balanoff says.
"As the university continues to become more
prominent, these goals and projects will add to the
promise and prestige of the university."
For information or to make a donation, call the
Knight Boosters at 823-6398.
— Suzanne Ball

i

Fans catch treat
at baseball classic
A decade of rich tradition will be celebrated at
this year's Olive Garden Classic, Friday-Sunday,
Jan. 29-31, at Osceola County Stadium in
Kissimmee. The 10th annual baseball classic will
host UCF, Duke, Rice and South Alabama. The
Olive Garden Classic has earned the reputation of
being one of the finest preseason baseball
* tournaments in the country. For information, call
Michelle Freeman, 423-2476, xll7.

%

SPRING, continued from page 1
In comparison, last spring UCF welcomed 102 firsttime-in-college freshmen, 1,228 community college
transfers and 433 other transfer students.
One of three new residence halls opened Jan. 2
to accommodate 240 current dorm residents. Old
facilities will be renovated during the spring, says
UCF architect Azita Dashtaki. In mid-semester, she
adds, 240 more beds will be available in a second

new dorm, which will be completed by then.
The only other new facility near completion is
the Health and Public Affairs Building. However,
campus architect Tom Woodruff says, only faculty
and staff can expect to move into that building in
April. Classrooms will not be ready for students
until at least the summer semester.
— Susan Loden

Celebration brings
• out best, brightest
Three Nobel Prize winners and several other
notable optical scientists will help celebrate the
opening of the School of Optics/CREOL at the
school's Inaugural Conference, Monday and
* Tuesday, Jan. 11 and 12, at the Student Union. The
conference will feature the world's most lauded
researchers in the optics field. Nicolaas Bloembergen, Nobel laureate from Harvard University,
%
is chairing the event. Other key presenters are
Nobel laureates Charles Townes of California,
Berkeley, and Steven Chu of Stanford. Information is available on the Web at www.creol.ucf.edu.

»

Upcoming holiday
t

Still recovering from the holidays? Another is
on the way. Martin Luther King Day is Monday,
Jan. 18.

This issue
*

This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
Jan. 8-14 and Jan. 15-21. It is the 12th issue of fiscal
year 1998-99. The UCF Report is published 23
times a year (every other week in the fall and
spring, and every third week in the summer).

The UCF Report
The UCF Report is a publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407) 823-2504. Publication
of announcements and official memoranda about
university policy and procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff.
David Finnerty, editor
Sheila Anderson, editonal assistant
Barbara Butterton, editorial assistant
Joanne Griggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Suzanne Ball, student assistant
Anthony Felix, student assistant
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An estimated 28,600 students will hit the books this spring.
POLICE, continued from page 1
The agreement means UCF police have
expanded duties to include routine coverage of
crimes in Research Park when called in by the
Orange County Sheriff's Office. In emergencies or
during natural disasters, they may also be called to
assist deputies or state troopers in other areas of
unincorporated Orange County.
UCF Lt. Mike Zelanes says that since August
1998 university police have been asked to assist in a
burglary case in Research Park and help a deputy
dealing with a "suspicious person" in a commercial
area across from the university. A number of other
times — with a response time of less than one
minute — UCF police have responded to traffic
accidents near the university.
"We're not looking to take calls in the county.
But if Orange County asks for assistance, we want
to assist/' Zelanes says, adding that UCF's 41
sworn police officers are not working routine traffic
enforcement beyond campus.
"Normally, all we are doing is standing by, backing them up until the rest of the deputies arrive.
When they show up, we come back to campus. We
never leave the campus unprotected," he says.
Previously, the 10 state universities had various
policies regarding venturing outside campus.
"The Legislature added specific language to the

statute that makes it clear [that] we have the legal
authority to do this," Andrews says. "There were
some questions about officer and university liability when our police acted outside their jurisdiction.
"Anytime our police officers are acting within
their jurisdiction, they have protection [from law
suits] as state employees, acting within the course
and scope of their job. Outside of that scope, they
could be setting themselves up for liability. People
say, you have no right to ticket me outside your
jurisdiction. We needed clarifications so our officers
are protected if they respond to calls off campus.
That doesn't mean people won't sue you. But, it
does provide you with some defense and
protection."
Andrews praised university police for wanting a
mutual aid agreement with Orange County. "They
felt it was important. I give them credit for that.
They have a strong sense of responsibility as law
enforcement officers, not just for students, but for
all of the citizens they are sworn to protect and
defend," she says.
"In emergencies, if we participate, that's part of
being a good citizen and neighbor. Orange County
[deputies] would still come here on any case that
we needed them. That hasn't changed."
— Susan Loden
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UCF arts earning respect
Music, Theatre and
Art departments all
attracting attention
The arts at UCF began waking
from its Sleeping Beauty status about
10 years ago and hasn't rested since
"I don't know what prince it was
suddenly kissed by, but there was this
tremendous awakening," says
Kathryn Seidel, dean for the College
of Arts and Sciences.
In 1990, both the Music and
Theatre departments had about 40
majors each. Today, both have over
200 and hold auditions for admission.
"Both departments can now be
selective because they are becoming
the programs of choice around the
state," Seidel says. Meanwhile, the
Art Department has seen similar
growth — from 250 students to more
than 400.
"You might wonder why this has
occurred at a school known for its
high-tech," Seidel says. "It's the arts
and entertainment field in the area. It
has created a huge stage-setting in
which there is a great need for
costume designers, artists to create
animated special effects, cadres of
actors and actresses, dancers and
musicians."
Theme parks are discovering that
it's easier to train their own hired
help than import them from out of the
region. "The economic development
of the area has created excellent
career paths for people in the arts
where they're managing other artists,
not just entry-level positions," Seidel
notes.
UCF graduates about 150 majors
in the arts each year. "Some choose to
go to New York City or Los Angeles,
but those who stay in the area are
gainfully employed," she says.
But along with the theme parks,
the downtown arts are growing along
with Orlando. "The baby boomers
want to take their children to the
ballet, the opera. They are demanding

art experiences for themselves and
their children," she adds. "This leads
to the need for an extremely educated
population of artists."
Also, many of the people working
in the arts during the day are
changing the landscape of Orlando at
night, Seidel says. "The theater and
music types are involved in
developing the downtown theater
district, for instance. Some of our
students intern with the OrlandoUCF Shakespeare Festival and people
come from around the country to
Orlando to compete in the French
Festival, which consists of original
one-act plays."
Also, more students are selecting
UCF because of the job climate and
interning opportunities. "All of this
attracts nationally sought-after
faculty, too," says Seidel.
Still, the programs are in the early
stages of their renaissance, and the
future holds intriguing possibilities.
"We're experiencing an increasing
demand for entrance from undergraduates," Seidel says. "So we will
become more selective; not the
biggest programs, but the best."
The Board of Regents has granted
UCF permission to submit a request
for a MFA in theater and a Master of
Music, which will be the equivalent of
an MFA. Then, down the line, UCF
expects to ask for a MFA in computer
graphics and computer animation.
"We've already outgrown our
facilities to house our undergraduate
programs," says Seidel. "But a facility,
we call Arts II for now, would provide
performance space for theater and
music and office and practice space."
The university's master plan calls
for a complex of buildings to be
located between the Visual Arts
Building and the Humanities
Building where there are currently
parking lots.
"It might be five or six years
before we get a building, so you start
planning now," she says. "If the
monies are available for facilities for a

Praises are being sung for the UCF Marching Band and other
arts at the university.
dance program, then we would start
with a minor in dance and later offer
a BFA."
UCF's future for graduate work in
the arts is tied in closely with the
success of the performing arts center
planned for downtown Orlando.
"Our best bet is to have a
downtown campus at the same site as
the center and house our master

programs there," Seidel says. "We
wouldn't be able to do it on campus
and our graduate students would
have the benefit of being right next
door to a world-class facility."
Seidel envisions the likes of tenor
Luciano Pavarotti visiting the center
to give a performance and having
time to offer a master class.
— Joanne Griggs

Above, the hit summer 1998 production of "The Taffetas" was one of 10
shows by theatre students during the 1998-99 season. Left, professor
Don Seay has lead the effort to turn the UCF Theatre into a respected
program.
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GRADUATE, continued from page 1
"All I wanted was to get my college degree. To
have that piece of paper and to wear a class ring. I
didn't care what [courses] I took; it didn't matter at
all," says Kundinger, who focused on religion and
education.
Still, the question begs to be asked, at 79, what's
the point in earning a degree?
"You've got to be out of your frigging mind to
do this at my age. I didn't go to college because of
culture or knowledge or to become more intelligent
... Everybody comes to college to prepare for the
future," he says. "I'm retired. My future is getting
thin. Being healthy, I'm still thinking. But it's
mostly looking back.
"When you reach my age, you start reverting
back from whence you came. One example is
coming to school. Another is my red, '76 Triumph
convertible — I've only had it since I started to
become childlike.
"You don't think about what you are going to
do. You think about what you've done. I pray, 'Dear
Lord, please don't put anything else in my mind.'
I'm just cocky enough to do it."
It's been a long haul since Kundinger
graduated from Grosse Pointe High in Michigan in
1938. After high school, he completed two years of
college before "the damn Germans cost me four
years. I was in the Navy aboard a ship in World
War II, when I was supposed to be in college. All
because of that damn Adolf Hitler."
Next, major diversions such as his 57-year
marriage to his high school sweetheart, Marilyn,
followed by five children and a career as a general
contractor got in the way of college.
Kundinger ponders his daring move to go back
into the classroom. "Picture going into class and
sitting down with 19-, 20-, 21-year-old kids. Things
eased off when they got to know me. In a new class,
they wouldn't say a word to me. They wouldn't
want to be buddy-buddy. I kind of bonded with the
professors."
Tears pool in Kundinger's eyes as he continues.
"When you get just about 80 — pretty soon, I'm
going to have to call myself 80; who the hell would
want to say that? — your learning slows. Your
retention is bad. I had to study something fierce. If I
had studied as hard in high school, I would have
been valedictorian.
"If I had known how long and how tough it
would be, as cocky as I am, I don't think I would

have bucked [finished]. It's been a tough row, but
fun. I can't believe I did it. I never considered
myself a student. Apparently, I'm a little on the
hyper side. I've got to be doing and thinking. I wish
I could stop and relax and enjoy."
Kundinger's favorite thing about UCF?
"The professors. It sounds corny, but it's the
truth. I was also impressed by the wonderful
students. For most of my life, I have read about how
miserable they [today's young people] are ... I find
them much more studious than I was at their age. I
horsed around awful — I had a girl at Michigan
State, a girl in my hometown and my future wife in
Florida. It was all horsing around and fun. I am a
party animal."

Back when he was in college, Kundinger was a
lifeguard earning $18 a week. "Oh, yes. I was
happiest in that job. I was lord of the beach. I was
idolized, followed and chased. How can you beat
it?"
Young women may not chase him anymore and
his paycheck is $0, but first graders at Apopka's
Wheatly Elementary just may idolize Kundinger in
his role as a volunteer teacher's helper.
"I enjoy it [volunteering at the school]. They're
miserable kids," Kundinger says, with a touch of
admiration and respect for a new generation of
individualists. "They can't keep quiet; you can't
keep them still."
— Susan Loden

Elmer Kundinger, 79, received a degree in liberal studies in December. He first
dropped out of college when the U.S. entered World War II.

A guide for walk onjhe wild(flower) side
Professor's books
have earned him
nickname of "Mr.
Wildflower of Florida"
His students' questions turned
biology professor Walter Taylor down
a road not previously taken — one
lined with wildflowers.
His book "The Guide to Florida
Wildflowers" — now in its third
printing — and new release "Florida
Wildflowers in Their Natural
Communities" are two of the most
extensive guides about Florida's
wildflowers, earning Taylor the
sobriquet "Mr. Wildflower of
Florida."
Prior to writing the books, Taylor,
as an ornithologist, or bird specialist,
would sometimes be asked about the
names of wildflowers during field
trips with his students. For the most
part, he didn't know the answers.
"So I determined that I would
learn some, so I could answer their
questions," Taylor says. "Then, I
found this 35 mm camera at a garage
sale for $40 and began using it on
outings to photograph flowers, for
identification purposes."
His first attempts were dismal, but
his learning curve on photography
changed that quickly. "It just sort of
grew," he says, "and I began to get a
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lot of material."
Taylor discovered a lack of
good guides for Florida
flowers and that many
botanists couldn't identify
many of the species. "I spent
a lot of time trying to figure
out the names of weeds.
There's this meticulous
botanical process that you
go through to eliminate
different possibilities, but
it wasn't a chore for me,"
he says.
When the materials
kept piling up, he started
writing. "It started to
make some sense to
me," he says. In 1991,
two years after his
odyssey began, he had
a book. A Texas
publisher put out "The
Guide to Florida
Wildflowers." Then, the
University Press of Florida asked him
to produce "Florida Wildflowers in
Their Natural Communities."
Despite the books, he never
intended to become an expert in this
field. "I did have a good background
as an undergraduate in botany, but
I'm a zoologist," he says. "The whole
purpose of this [his work in botany]
has been to encourage people to learn
about the flowers and to protect
them."

His
newest book approaches
identification, not through the usual
manner of color of family group, but
by their natural habitat. Each of the
Florida communities — pine
flatwoods, sandhills, upland pine
forest, scrub, temperate hardwood
forest, coastal uplands, subtropical
pine forest, tropical hardwood
hammock and ruderal sites — are
pictured and explained. He describes

the species found in each
habitat.
Walter Judd of the University
of Florida calls the book "the
first photographic identification
guide to have an extensive
discussion of plant communities
and to organize plants by plant
community ... of interest to
anyone desiring to identify
Florida flowering plants —
individuals who enjoy the
outdoors, amateur naturalists,
teachers, students and professional
biologists."
Over the past decade, Taylor, who
has lived in Florida for 30 years, has
visited every county in Florida and
collected over 6,000 photos of Florida
wildflowers. More than 450 are
included in the book.
"One year, I traveled more than
10,000 miles around the state and, to
date, I have visited more than half of
the state parks," he says.
From his latest book there is a
spin-off. A third book is in the
making, about the travels of French
botanist Andre Michaux when he
visited the states.
Copies of "Florida Wildflowers in
Their Natural Communities" are
available through University Press of
Florida at (800) 226-3822 or via the
World Wide Web ( w w w : h t t p : / /
nersp.nerdc.ufl.edu/~upf).
— Joanne Griggs

Communication Building sets new standard
"Industry standard" might be the
best way to describe the facilities at
the new Communication Building,
which opened for full use for the first
time when spring classes began this
week.
"It is a digitally oriented facility,"
says Mike Meeske, director for the
School of Communication. "The TV
studio is industry-standard size and
height, so we can hang lights the

proper way. The TV control room has
a digital switcher and special-effects
generator. Our students will, for the
first time, be able to practice
techniques exactly as they are done in
the real world."
Construction of the $14.6 million,
93,000-square-feet building was completed last June. The 12 fully-equipped
classrooms and the 300-seat auditorium were in use last semester, while

the specialized spaces were equipped.
Now, the photo darkrooms, film
and video editing bays, sound stage,
speech laboratory and film animation
workshop are ready. Students will
learn video editing on the primary
editing systems now used in the
industry. There are numerous editing
suites for work on individual projects.
"We have a studio big enough to
put up permanent sets, such as the

one for the student-produced
newscast, while students can work on
individual projects over few-week
periods in another part of the studio,"
says Joe Hall, studio manager.
While the systems are industry
standard, the facilities are designated
for teaching, with classroom desks in
the control room and editing systems
in classrooms.
— Jerry Klein

Concert
features
flute,
clarinet
A unique faculty chamber
concert, featuring music for the
flute and clarinet in combination
with other performers, will take
place at the Rehearsal Hall on
Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 8 p.m.
UCF faculty performing in the
concert are Nora Lee Garcia (flute),
Keith Koons (clarinet), Gary Wolf
(piano), Eladio Scharron (guitar)
and Jo Anne Stephenson (voice).
Among the music performed
will be the unusual combinations
of flute, clarinet and classical guitar
for Joseph Kreutzer's "Trio, op 16"
and the flute, clarinet and voice for
American composer Aaron
Copland's "As It Fell Upon a Day."
Garcia and Koons will be joined
by Wolf for several pieces, such as
Camille Saint-Saens' "Tarantella"
and Michael Webster's version of
Claude Debussy's "Prelude a
L'Apres-midi d'un faune." The
newest piece is "Fantasia," by
Lakeland composer Howard Buss.
Donations will be accepted. For
information, call 823-5116.

*

Welcome back
President John Hitt greets a student returning to campus for the spring term during a
reception in the Administration Building lobby on Jan. 6. The ice cream socials have become
a tradition at UCF, with the president and other high-ranking school officials serving and
chatting with students.

Relay For Life racing to beat
Latin-American
cancer, remember loved ones art on exhibit
For the second year in a
row, UCF will present the
American Cancer Society's
Relay For Life, a celebration
of life for those who have
won the battle against cancer
and a memorial to those who
lost that fight.
To prepare for the Relay For
Life, a kick-off breakfast will be
hosted by President John Hitt in
the Student Union Key West
Ballroom on Thursday, Jan. 28,8-9
a.m. Each department is asked to
send a representative. The race
itself is March 26 and 27.
The Relay For Life involves
teams of 10 to 15 runners and
walkers from central
Florida businesses,
schools and civic
organizations
who compete to
raise money and
complete the most laps
around the UCF track in
18 hours. While the
relay is in progress,
team members can
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camp and enjoy entertainment,
food, games, contests and the
camaraderie of a community-party
atmosphere.
Cancer survivors will walk the
first lap to celebrate their victories. At
sundown, a luminary ceremony will
be held in remembrance of those who
died from cancer.
The Relay For Life is the
American Cancer Society's signature
event and is
held in more
than 2,200
communities
nationwide,
including more than 90 in Florida. In
1998, Relay For Life events raised more than
$90 million. Last year at UCF, $25,000 —
$5,000 from university teams — was raised
through the race.
To attend the kick-off breakfast
or for other
information, call
Karen Breakell,
director of
Constituent
Relations, at
823-6490.

at UCF Library
An exhibit of contemporary Latin-American
art will be presented at the UCF Library during
the month of January. Items in the display are
from an extensive collection owned by an
anonymous "friend" of the Library.
The exhibit is on display in the main lobby,
and is open during the Library's regular
operating hours.
The exhibit is the second the donor has
provided from his own collection. The first was
a contemporary Mexican art collection in
November 1996; it featured paintings from
various artists.
This month's exhibit features artists from
South and Central America. The works are
diverse in subject matter as well as media, from
etchings and charcoal to aquatint and oil.
Several of the pieces were purchased specifically
for the show.
As an added highlight, the collector is
donating 13 of the paintings to the Library. At
the donor's request, the paintings and pieces he
has donated over the past two years will be
known as the UCF Library Latin American Art
Collection, in Honor of Anne Marie Allison,
Former Director of Libraries.
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Caught in the

Welcome
Avis Benoit — tinancial aid coordinator, Financial Aid;
Renee Cisneros — office assistant, Educational
Foundations; Thomas Drake — senior accountant,
Finance and Accounting; Susan Eckstein —
coordinator, College of Business Administration's Office
of Student Support; Suzi Halpin — coordinator of
public functions, Student Union; Traci McKinney —
senior secretary, Psychology; Betsy Walton — digital
media designer, Course Development and Web
Services.

Kudos

UCF Bookstore manager
Marc Eckhart presented scholarships from
the Bookstore for textbooks to 10 students during a ceremony on Jan. 5. This
semester was the first time scholarships for books have been awarded by the
Bookstore. Here, he presents a scholarship to Harold Carter.

•

*

New UCF Bookstore turning
out to be a popular read
Since the Barnes and Noble-operated UCF
Bookstore opened on campus about five months
ago you may have noticed how well students, staff
and faculty have taken to it.
The Bookstore is almost always filled with
people reading, checking out the latest UCF
merchandise, drinking coffee at Starbucks or
buying books for classes.
The popularity of the Bookstore is no surprise
to manager Marc Eckhart. "Customer traffic has
been steady and strong since we opened. I'm very
happy with it," he says.
Eckhart claims that the Bookstore is exceeding
its sales goals by about 15 percent. He attributes the
additional business to the Starbucks inside the
Bookstore.
"We are really excited that the customers have
taken to it [the cafe] like they did," he says.
Attention to customer service also seems to be a
factor in the Bookstore's popularity. Patrons insist

that buying books at the store is a little easier now
that they no longer have to leave their bags outside.
There are also more cash registers — 22 in all — to
shorten lines.
Additionally, Eckhart is counting on the
Bookstore's new lowest-price guarantee to make
sure the UCF Bookstore becomes the only stop
students want to make to buy textbooks.
All-in-all, the new UCF Bookstore has been a
success for both the university and Barnes and
Noble, Eckhart believes. Customers save money
and time spent in lines. Coffee lovers have a place
to relax and enjoy a Starbucks coffee. Readers can
skim books and magazines on sofas located in the
store. And the Bookstore is doing more business
than first projected.
"The school has embraced us, and we are going
to continue to do all we can to keep our customers
coming back," Eckhart promises.
— Paul Wilson

University is scene of Jan. 21
lecture for best-selling author
Margaret Atwood, one of Canada's most highly
regarded writers, will present a free lecture on
Thursday, Jan. 21, at 8 p.m. in the Visual Arts
Auditorium for the English Department's 1999
Distinguished Author Series. The lecture is open to
the public.
"Negotiating with the Dead: Where Do Writers
Go When They Write?" is Atwood's topic. Tickets
for a reception and reserved seating are $10 for the
general public and $5 for students with I.D.
Atwood is the author of more than 25 books,
including fiction, poetry, essays. Among her bestselling novels are "Surfacing" (1972), "The
Handmaid's Tale" (1986; made into a movie), "Cat's
Eye" (1989), "The Robber Bride" (1994) and "Alias
Grace" (1996).
Her analysis of the literature of her homeland
"Survival: A Thematic Guide to Canadian
Literature" (1972) is also considered a fine work.

She also has story collections, including "Dancing
Girls" (1982) "Bluebeard's Egg" (1986), "Wilderness
Tips" (1991) and "Murder in the Dark" (1983).
Atwood has been a strong advocate of Canada
remaining independent from American influence,
politics and culture. She is also a champion of
women's rights. Generally, her writing style is
realistic, but she also experiments with Utopian
fiction and psychologically oriented, stream-ofconscious writing.
Atwood was born in Ottawa, but grew up in the
rural Canada. She earned her bachelor's degree at
the University of Toronto and her master's degree
from Radcliffe College. She started her literary
career as a poet with the publication of "Double
Persephone" in 1961.
For information on tickets, commemorative
posters or T-shirts, call 823-5254.
— Joanne Griggs

David Brunner, associate music professor, conducted
the Men's Honor Choir at the Connecticut Choral
Directors Association state conference in October.
While in Connecticut, he presented a seminar for
singers, composers and music education students at
the Hartt School of Music. In November, he conducted
the Kentucky Choral Directors Association Middle
School Treble Chorus, as well as a chorus of 700 young
singers with brass and organ in the premiere
performance of his "Jubilate Deo." He was also in
Oklahoma to conduct the Norman All-City Elementary
Choir of 1,000 singers in the University of Oklahoma
basketball arena. Also, the UCF Chorus, directed by
Brunner, joined with singers from Stetson University,
professional soloists and the Sydney, Australia,
Symphony under the direction of Edo de Waart in two
performances of Beethoven's "9th Symphony" at the
Orange County Convention Center Auditorium.
The Institute for Simulation and Training's Jason Daly,
Bryan Kline, Glen Martin, Kimberly Parsons, James
Parsons and Matthew Weaver co-authored "Fully
Immersive Team Training: A Networked Testbed for
Ground-Based Training Missions" with Army Research
Institute researchers Bruce Knerr, Don Lampton and
David Russell.
Gary Green, Rodney Rogers and Michelle Sartor of
the Institute for Simulation and Training co-authored "A
Realtime Simulation Benchmark Suite for Testing Low
Cost Visualization Systems" with Pam Woodard of the
U.S. Army's Simulation, Training and Instrumentation
Command.
Larry Hudson, associate education professor, has had
poetry published in two books: "Transitions" in
"Understanding Human Behavior: A Guide for Health
Care Providers," by Mary Elizabeth Milliken, and "...
Because I Care," "The Non-traditional," "Remember
Me" and "One Starfish at a Time" in "The Dog Did It and
Other Classroom Stories from Vocational Educators."
W. Linwood Jones, electrical and computer
engineering professor, has been awarded the rank of
Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers — the largest international professional
electrical and electronic engineering organization of
about half a million members — for contributions to the
development and application of active microwave
remote sensing technology for satellite oceanography.
The rank of Fellow is one of unusual professional
distinction conferred only by IEEE's board of directors.
Robin Kenning, senior computer support specialist for
the Department of Housing, received her certification to
be a Netware administrator in August.
Tom Kubala, education professor, recently conducted a
workshop at the annual Convention of the Florida
Association of Community Colleges, in Panama City.
His topic was titled "The Pros and Cons of Teaching on
the Web."
Ragda Kurdy has been appointed building manager for
the Barbara Ying Center, Building No. 71.
Institute for Simulation and Training Director Louis
Medin and 1ST research associate Julia Medin served
as academic advisers for the Interservice/lndustry
Training, Simulation and Education Conference, held in
Orlando. Medin individually chaired several of the
conference's opening day tutorial sessions. I/ITSEC is
an annual gathering of government and industry entities
focused on simulation and training technology for both
military and civilian uses. It promotes cooperation
among the armed services, industry, academia and
various government agencies to improve training and
education programs.
Janice Terrell, director for UCF Quality Initiatives, was
among a team of higher education administrators from
the Southeast Region that presented "Orchestrating
Change at Colleges and Universities" at the 1998
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools' annual
meeting in Atlanta.
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Art (Library exhibits through Jan.
31): "Contemporary Latin
American Art," by Special
Collections; "Martin Luther King
Jr.," by Athena Hoeppnes;
"Feeling Fine in 1999," by Ten
Langford; "Theatre UCF," by
Nicolas Rinaldi; "Distinguished
Author Series: Margaret
Atwood," by Cheryl Mahan;
"Florida Pre-history," by Terry
Angell. 823-2562
Art (through Feb. 12): "Flying
Horse Edition Artists," current
works by artists who have
collaborated with UCF's in-house
art press. Works by Gregory
Amenoff, Fred Burton, George
Donald, Tony Eitharong, Dorothy
Gillespie, Marcus ReeseRoberts, Robert Rivers, Andrew
Saftel and William Wiley; curated
by Ke Francis.

Sports: Basketball Bonanza,
Recreational Services. 823-2408

11-12
Conference: Inaugural School of
Optics Conference, presented by
School of Optics/CREOL.
www.creol.ucf.edu/isoc.html or
823-6834

12,19
Lectures: Learning Institute for
Elders at UCF Inc. (LIFE), lifeucf@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu. or 2494778

14-24
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Jacksonville, UCF Arena, 7:30
p.m. 823-1000
Theatre: "To Be Young, Gifted
and Black," by Lorraine
Hansberry. 823-1500

8-9
Sports: Fellowship of Christian
Cheerleaders National
Championship, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
(800) 825-6953

8-10
Theatre: "The Compleat Works
of Wllm Shkspr" (abridged), OSF.
245-0985

Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Georgia State, UCF Arena, 8
p.m. 823-1000

15
Open Forum: Central Florida
Quality Exchange, sponsored by
UCF Quality Initiatives Office,
12424 Research Parkway, Ste.
225, free, 8:30-10 a.m. 275-4330

16
Event: UCF Women's Club
manatee viewing and picnic,
Blue Springs State Park, 8:30
a.m. RSVP: 365-9582
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Stetson, UCF Arena, 5:30 p.m.
823-1000

For Sale
Condo, great rental property in Tuskawilla community,
2BR/2 1/2 bath, all electronics. Near golf course, other
amenities. Mitch, 856-6585.
Couch w/ queen size fold-out bed. Grey w/ light colored
flower pattern. Mattress like new. $100. Michele, 8235344.

Official
Ballot
to Spotlight
Employee
of the Month
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A most unusual race
The SunDay Challenge, the seventh
annual alternative energy vehicle
rally and race, will be Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 19 and 20. The 70mile race across central Florida is
from the Florida Solar Energy
Center in Cocoa to the Walt
Disney World Speedway. For
information, contact Bill Young at
(407) 638-1458 or young@fsec.ucf.edu
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Stetson, UCF Arena, 7:30 p.m.
823-1000

19
Academics: Freshmen Scholars
Convocation, Arena. 823-2824
Music: Faculty Recital — Nora
Garcia, flute; Eladio Scharron,
guitar; Keith Koons, clarinet;
Gary Wolf, piano, Rehearsal
Hall, 8 p.m.

20
Star gazing: Public viewing,
Robinson Observatory, free,
7:30-10:30 p.m. 823-2805

21
Lecture: Distinguished author
Margaret Atwood, Visual Arts
Building, free, 8 p.m. For tickets
to the reception and book signing
call 823-2212.
Sports: Tennis doubles,
Recreational Services. 823-2408

26
Event: Spring 1999 Career
Expo, UCF Arena, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. 823-2361

28
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Mercer, UCF Arena, 7 p.m. 8231000

29-31
Sports: Olive Garden (Baseball)
Classic, Osceola County
Stadium. 423-2476, x117

30
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Troy State, UCF Arena, 7 p.m.
823-1000

Feb. 1

V)

Event: Black History Month kickoff, co-hosted by the AfricanAmerican Student Union,
Reflecting Pond, noon-1 p.m.
823-6471

Home, 2/2 in Palm Valley, 3 miles north of UCF off
Alafaya Trail, 1,056 sq. ft. (24'x44') move-in condition,
$34,500 obo. 366-0314.

Toyota Camry, 1997 like-new condition. 24K miles. Black
with tint. $17,000. 384-2189.

Miscellaneous: Coca-Cola Collectible, early 1950s
beach cooler, great condition, nice collector's piece,
$125. Beautiful love seat, made and kept very well,
taupe and ivory stripe with beautiful floral brocade, $200.
Coffee table and end table, walnut wood w/cane and
glass, $50 both. Medium sized dog kennel, nearly new,
$20. Dee, 823-6505 or 677-4391.

Miscellaneous
Vacation House in Asheville, N.C. Newly constructed 3/2
cedar home. View of mountains; 20 min. from Biltmore
House/Gardens. Tastefully furnished; 2 fireplaces. Wraparound decking. Sleeps 6. Available by week or month.
695-4416 or e-mail siebert@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu

I nominate
(name)

(campus address)

to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been
a University Support Personnel System employee at least two
years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate on the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted remains in the pool of
eligible candidates for one year.

(name)

(campus address, phone)

Cut ballot and return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM.
(Mark envelope "confidential")
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